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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Election filed on 01/19/2007. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-10 and 21-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Roustant et al., US# 20040093321 . 

As per claims 1 and 10, Roustant et al. teaches "a property analyzer that 
determines an item distribution and forms a plurality of first-level clusters based in part 
on a first property of a plurality of properties, and automatically selects at least one 
other property and determines at least one other item distribution based in part on the at 
least one other property of the plurality of properties . . ." (see paragraph [0053], [0066], 
and [0068]) "an organizer that automatically forms a plurality of new clusters based in 
part on the at least one other property, and presents the plurality of new clusters" (see 
paragraph [0066] and [0079]-[0080]). 
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As per claim 2, Roustant et al. teaches "the plurality of properties are associated 
with a plurality of items . . . stored in at least one of a local and a remote storage 
location" (see paragraph [0021 and [0087]). 

As per claim 3, Roustant et al. teaches "at least one of a document, a file ... a 
message or a computer representation . . ." (see paragraph [0085]-[0087]). 

As per claims 4-5, Roustant et al. teaches "a type of an item, a date or time . . . 
or a system, application, administrator . . . property of the item" (see paragraph [0023] 
and [0087]). 

As per claims 6-7, Roustant et al. teaches "assigns a clusterization score ... a 
highest clusterization score" (see paragraph [0066] and [0080]). 

As per claim 8, Roustant et al. teaches "the clusterization score is calculated as a 
function of a total number of items and the number of items in each cluster of the 
plurality of clusters" (see paragraph [0060] and [0066]). 

As per claim 9, Roustant et al. teaches "a user interface to at least one of the 
display cluster results, receive query selections, and receive property information ... in 
• a cluster (see paragraph [0007], [0024] and [0027]). 

As per claim 21 , this claim is rejected on grounds corresponding to the 
arguments given above for rejected claim 1 and is similarly rejected including the 
following: 

- Roustant et al. teaches "one or more data items and associated properties 
stored in a database . . . selecting the data items and the associated properties" (see 
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paragraph [0014] and [0029]) "a display component to present the display objects based 
in part on automated analysis of the properties" (see paragraph [0038] and [0041]). 

As per claims 22-23, Roustant et al. teaches "controls for interacting with 
properties . . . querying of results . . ." (see paragraph [0041], [0060] and [0062]). 

As per claims 24-25, Roustant et al. teaches "at least one of a type, a location, a 
category, a person, a date . . ." (see paragraph [0053] and [0054]). 

As per claims 26-28, Roustant et al. teaches "at least one semi-collapsed list or 
group . . . semi-collapsed list" (see figures 4 and 5). 

As per claims 29-35, these claims are rejected on grounds corresponding to the 
arguments given above for rejected claims 1-10 and are similarly rejected. 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alford W. Kindred whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4037. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9:00 am- 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800 7 786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Alford W. Kindred 
Patent Examiner 
Tech Ctr. 2100 



